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Today, as I write this, it is July 31, 2020.
The Village welcomes Clever Scoops Ice Cream which will be open
today at 10am to huge lines. The location will provide a great
break from not only the heat but the months everyone has
endured trying to stay safe and healthy. The Champion
Convenience Store has been busy serving local people as well as
many from the Little Bow Resort and our own park which has
been nearly full or full on most weekends. The pool is open with a
modified schedule and the library is as well.
This “new normal” at least is starting to give us all a feeling of
what life was like before. It has been great connecting with
people again…in person.
Provincially and locally we have seen the number of cases climb
back up. There are just over 1,400 active cases in the province
and 10 of the 25 cases we have seen in the County are still
active. Champion has many new visitors which is a great
thing. Wear a mask when it makes sense, use hand sanitizer or
wash your hands as much as you can and finally, stay 6 feet
apart. More importantly, go get an ice cream, it’s hot out there.

JULY 1, 2020
Thank you to CiB for
this beautiful addition
to the flower bed at
Heritage Park.

Patrick Bergen
CAO, Village of Champion
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KEENAN’S CORNER
Champion Swimming Pool
Staff - 1984
Back Row - Lori Howe (junior lifeguard),
Darlene Carlson (assistant supervisor), Kim
McCulloch (junior lifeguard)
Front Row - Nancy Buchan (head lifeguard)
and Jason Yip (junior lifeguard)

On April 28, 1986, a
Charity Slo-pitch Game
between the Champion
Fire Department (top
right) and the
Champion Slo-pitch
team was held, to raise
funds for Steve Fonyo’s
“Journey for Lives”. A
total of $368 was
raised!

Back—Dennis Tangen, Alfred Little, Tom Harkness, Ken Gatenby, Jim
Small, Carl Dempster and Harry McLean.
Front—Scorekeeper Shavonne Tangen, Jim McLean, Cecil Morrison,
Ken Dearman, Bob Small, Ian Munro and Dave Theissen

Back—Mark Fath, Les Rhodes, Roger Warren, Rick Howe,
David Groves and Dave Sletto
Front—Larry Hanna, Jamie Smith, Greg Anderson, Gary Buchan,
Cody Nelson, Kevin Smith, Eldon Akitt and Don Dow

CLEVER SCOOPS

COMMUNITY
A FIRE RESTRICTION is now in place for
Vulcan County. Please follow the
guidelines listed below.

Due to Covid-19, our local Sparks, Brownies and
Girl Guides are unable to sell their cookies door
to door. Cookie sales go towards sending girls to camp and
many other fun activities throughout the year.
If you would like to purchase cookies, please call or text
Pamela Matlock at 403-485-8496 to arrange drop off.
Cookies are $5/box or $60/case. Both
chocolate/vanilla are available. Mint
are limited! THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR

YOUR SUPPORT!

COMMUNITY
Ten new maple and ash trees were planted at the
cemetery this week. Our cemetery
looks wonderful this summer,
thanks to very timely rains,
countless volunteer hours, and the
hard work of our groundskeeper,
Ray Smucker!
Village employee Brody Delude

If you would like to make a
donation to the Champion
Cemetery, please mail
cheques to:
Champion Cemetery Assoc.
Box 99
Champion, AB
T0L 0R0
Groundskeeper Ray Smucker

CHAMPION GROCERY & LIQUOR STORE
Hours of Operation
Monday - Saturday 9am-9pm
Sunday - 12pm-8pm
**CLOSED THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH**

403-897-3808

Chronicle Memories
-Submitted by RacilleJune 30, 1932 - WORM PLAGUE DESTROYS GARDENS - a plague
of worms struck Champion on Sunday and have started to take
toll of the gardens. Several have made attempts to destroy
them by using Paris green, arsenate of lead, etc., but to no
avail. In order to prevent their entrance into gardens, Not yet
infested. lime has been laid around the border, but in most
cases, is having no effect. Pitch has been laid at doorsteps to
prevent their entrance into homes. Due to the worms on the
train track this morning, passengers had difficulty leaving the
station. If every remedy for their destruction continues to
fail, the result will be complete demolition of the gardens.
July 7, 1932 - Worm Plague Destroys gardens - The Champion
and Carmangay districts were the worst hit. The beet web
worms have stripped the gardens and in some places, have
entered homes, creating nuisance which householders have
had difficulty to stem.
July 3, 1926 - SPORTS DAY - The feature of the day was the
playing of the band under the leadership of Barney Hummel.
The majority of musicians were boys who Barney had trained,
and it will be but a short time until Champion will have a band
equal to the best. They were not in the least bit stingy with
their selections, and their efforts were highly appreciated by
the spectators. Champion has every reason to be proud of the
band.
July 5, 1929 - VILLAGE OF CHAMPION PUBLIC NOTICE - Notice
is hereby given that bicycle riding is strictly prohibited on
sidewalks in the village of Champion, Any person disregarding
this notice will be prosecuted.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGRATULATIONS
to Mackenzie Perley &
Alec MacDougall,
who were married on July 18.

The community
held a
“Receiving
Line” parade
for Kenzie and
Alec!

CONGRATULATIONS

to Melanie Mueller &
Daryl Hovius, who
were married on
July 25.
THANK YOU to
Clark Warren for
your generous
donation to the
Champion
Chronicle!

We Remember
Caldwell, Eileen
1923 - 2020
Caldwell, Eileen of Champion, passed away peacefully at the Dulcina
Hospice in Calgary on July 7, 2020 at the age of 96 years and 10 months.
Eileen is survived by her daughter, Marie Greaves of Airdrie as well as
several grandchildren, great grandchildren, great-great grandchildren,
nieces and nephews and many good friends. She was predeceased by
her husband Rex, her sons Leslie and Keith, her parents Percy and
Leavurn Myers, her sisters: Margaret Osness and Blanche Kitchen,
brothers-in-law: Warren Osness and Gerry Kitchen, her brother Ellwood
Myers and sister-in-law Dorothy Myers as well as nephews Stuart and
Lloyd Myers and Robert Snowdon and son-in-law Ron Greaves.
Eileen’s family wish to thank the doctors and nurses at the Dulcina
Hospice for the kindness and high quality care she received during her
brief stay.
Family Inurnment was held at the
Champion Cemetery.
Any tributes in Eileen’s memory can be made to the
Heart & Stroke Foundation,
110-1525 Carling Ave.,
Ottawa, ON, K1Z 8R9.

We Remember

Champion’s Canada Day celebrations were
cancelled due to Covid, so our FCSS held a
yard decorating contest, with prizes for the
best dressed and best decorations! THANK
YOU to all of the rural and in town residents
who took part! Winners received a 1 hour
pool rental at the Champion Pool!

1st Place - Best Decorations
Matlock Family

1st Place - Best Dressed
Joshua Jordan

2nd Place - Best Decorations
Peacemaker family
2nd Place - Best Dressed
Riley, Leah & Mason Rhodes

On October 24, 2005, 14 people gathered at the Seniors’ Centre to discuss
the idea of forming a Communities In Bloom group. Champion was in need
of a facelift so the new CiB group put their thinking caps on and came up
with a plan. Out of that first meeting came the beginnings of the
parks and greenspaces that we now enjoy!
1996 - HISTORIC MURAL: (Beside the
Village Office) - A memento of
Champion’s 85th - Under the direction
of Marilyn Wolfe, this mural was
painted on wooden panels in the
school gym and moved to Main Street.
The mural was moved back a few feet
to make room for a flowerbed. CiB
continues to plant and tend to a variety
2006 - HERITAGE PARK: (West end
of Main Street on Railway Avenue)

-Memorial planters, bench, elevator
silhouettes, and a coal car were
donated. CiB put in a cedar bridge and a
rock riverbed. A plaque and oval flower
bed was added and Conoco Phillips
brought in a pump jack. CiB continues to
tend and water this park. Volunteers
Amber Jordan and Joan McLean are
caring for the park this summer.

of flowers to add to the beauty
of Main Street.

2006 - CENTENNIAL PARK: (West of the Community Hall) CiB and the Village applied for the Community Initiatives Program and
received $33,000 to build a park to be used for community events such as
weddings, graduations and anniversary celebrations. Many work parties
ensued to plant trees, lay sod and brick. Gerry Peters and Jeff Ellis built the
cedar gazebo and Gerry designed and built the trellis and swing. Scott
Howe welded the metal trellises and CiB bought the fountain. Continuous
edging was poured around the mulch beds in 2019. The Schmeelke
brothers built a “Hitching Post”, which displays all of the names of those
who have been married in this park. Ty and Courtney Norton were the first
to be married in the park in 2008. Since that year, 13 couples have “Got
Hitched” in this beautiful park.

2011- LEGACY CORNER (Kitty corner
from the Village Office) for
Champion’s Centennial in 2011.
Memorial benches, flowerpots and a
table were donated. The gazebo was
built and installed by Klitmoller
Construction. Sod was laid in place of
the mulch beds in 2017. A Large
spruce tree was donated by the
Flitton family.

Entrance Signs—We are not sure of the exact date these signs were put
in place. Brian Anderson came to CiB with a concept drawing after the
first meeting in 2005. Before that, Svend Christiansen would plant
petunias at the entrance and haul water to them every day! CiB
volunteers Tricia Curry and Marilyn Wolfe are taking care of
the entrances this summer.

NORTH ENTRANCE

SOUTH ENTRANCE

CiB summer student,
Vance Jackson, watering
flowers on Main Street.

If you would like to make a donation to the CiB Program, please send to:
Communities in Bloom
Cheques can be made
Box 136
payable to “Champion
Champion, AB
Communities in Bloom”
T0L 0R0

Land Sale
South of Vulcan and North of Champion
McGrail Farm
Maxwell Place
• W half section 15 township 14 range 23 west of 4th meridian
Lake Quarter

•SW quarter section 19 township 15 range 24 west of 4th meridian
Home Half

SOLD

Selland Place

SOLD

Clever Place

SOLD

Patterson Place SOLD

If interested please call: Jeff McGrail 403-897-2400 or 310-367-7854 or
email JeffreyMcGrail@aol.com
Robyn Sierchio - 310-770-2986 or
email RLSierchio@gmail.com

Vulcan Community Health Centre
Expansion Update
Construction at the Vulcan Community Health
Centre is nearing completion. AHS is currently
working on commissioning, deficiencies,
furniture and IT. A grand opening date has yet
to be determined. Please watch their website
or Facebook page for more information.

VULCAN COUNTY HEALTH &
WELLNESS FOUNDATION
www.vchwfoundation.com

