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May 30, 2020 

It has been a challenging two and a half months since Champion declared a 

state of emergency when the COVID 19 pandemic started.  It has been a 

privilege to work with our committed employees and Council to deal with a 

complete change in how we serve our citizens.  Mostly, it has been nice to 

see the commitment of everyone in the Village and surrounding area to 

keep everyone safe and healthy. 

We are now moving into a time where we open up the businesses and      

facilities in the Village.  The campground is opening with reduced numbers 

of spots and no facilities.  This will progress in the next few weeks to being 

completely open.  Our playground is also opening where parents and       

children will be asked to clean and be responsible in using it.  The Village 

office will also open the first week of June going back to normal business 

hours.  As we progress and if the number of new cases remains low we will 

start to see other things like the pool open as well.  Hopefully, this will be 

sooner than later. 

The Village is still assessing what can be done safely including possibly a July 

1st celebration.  This is all thanks to your continued efforts to be                 

responsible.  You have made such great strides and we can enjoy moving 

forward safely to do more things that we didn't think would be possible only 

two and a half months ago. 

          Patrick Bergen—CAO 

Beautiful 

prairie sunset 

at Heritage 

Park, on Main 

Street in 

Champion. 
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KEENAN’S CORNER 

On May 27, Champion        

celebrated 109 years!!  We 

are looking forward to 

celebrating our 110th 

with all of you,                       

July 2-4, 2021.   

This month, we will be 

looking back at                       

Champion’s 50th and 60th                          

Anniversary celebrations.  

Champion’s 50th - 1961 

Champion United Church 
Cameron Middleton Family 

Snake Valley Farms (Vaage’s) 

Harry Smith, Virgil 

Stout and his wife Ida 

(Buddy). 

At the mic - Martin 

Matlock, with Dave 

Hegland 

Beard Growing Contest 

L-R - Jim Carlson, Ted Carlson, Leonard      

Voisey, Ted Holm, Roger Jensen, Don         

Versluys, Bud Bach, E.B. Granlin, Bud Siler, 

Dave Hegland, Lloyd McLean, Gerry Schultz, 

Alfred Little, Jim Hopkins 



KEENAN’S CORNER 

Champion’s 60th - July 3, 1971 

United Grain Growers              

Elevator 

Snucks Groves and   

companion 

Royal Canadian   

Legion-Champion 

Branch 

Back Row (l-r) - Sev Pasolli, Cecil Rhodes, Lorne     

Ecklund, Howard Hagg, Wayne Davey, George Ellis, 

Edith Nowlin 

Front Row (l-r) - Daisy Keenan, Marion Matlock, 

Elaine Buchan, Phyllis Hegland, Hannah McDonald.   

Planning Committee 

 



COMMUNITY 

New Owners of 

Champion               

Groceries—Young 

and Jin, with               

daughter Aryn.                                     

Welcome to          

Champion!! 

Joshua Jordan with mom 

Amber, fixing the Gnome 

Village on Main Street. 

Residents gathered on May 22 to 

pay their respects to former 

Champion resident Roger Smith, as 

his family made their way to the 

cemetery for a private family             

service. 



COMMUNITY 

Residents Jean Jordan and Marilyn Wolfe,  

taking part in the Vulcan County Fitness          

Challenge! 

CHAMPION           
SWIMMING POOL 

UPDATE 

Jodi Middleton—Head 
Guard 

I’m sure you’re well 
aware of our current situation regarding Covid-19. In 
preparation, we are coming to the pool everyday and 

getting everything cleaned and set up! 

Our opening date is yet to be determined, depending on 
the Alberta Government’s regulations. I will keep you 

updated as I receive more information. 

Thank you, and HOPEFULLY it all works out and we get 

to see you this summer! 

*Updated information can be found on the pool’s      

Facebook page - Champion Swimming Pool 2020 Season. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

I would like to thank the Champion Fire       

Department and all those that came to            

serenade me for my birthday drive by!  Thank 

you too for the many cards I received -handed 

out the car windows!  Thank you so much!   

~ Dorothy Burgess ~ 
Dorothy on her 90th birthday with her 

son,  Darrell and daughter in law, Cheryl 

Thank you to all our family and friends who did the      

birthday drive-by for my 95th birthday. A special thank 

you to Mackenzie and Alec for setting up such a beautiful 

surprise and to Sean Pooley for his wonderful bagpipe   

music. It brought a tear to my eye. Thank you everyone 

for the calls, gifts and cards - we’ll do it again next year! 

-John MacDougall 

Champion resident Sean Pooley, playing 

the bagpipes for John on his 95th     

birthday! 

Congratulations to grade 12   

graduate, Hannah Pooley.       

Hannah recently graduated from 

Chinook High School in             

Lethbridge.  All the best in the    

future, Hannah! 



We Remember 
FRANKLIN ROGER SMITH 1943-2020                                                  

It is with great sorrow that we announce the sudden passing of Roger, 
a life-long resident and farmer of the Champion, AB community.                                                                  

Roger was born in Vulcan on November 4th, 1943 and passed away in 
Calgary on May 14th, 2020. After graduating high school in Vulcan, 

Roger left to further his education at Montana State University          
obtaining his B. of Sc. Degree in Agriculture Business in 1968. His first 
semester there he met the love of his life, Pauli Philpott from Buffalo, 

Montana, who was also attending MSU. They married on November 4, 
1964 and became parents when Jamie was born, bringing George and 

Ivah their 1st Grandchild and so much joy. 
Roger spent many hours riding on the tractor with Jamie during     

seeding operations and especially loved the harvest time riding on the 
combine. Before his health declined, he ran farming operations along 

with Hillcrest Seed Cleaning Plant where he hired many local students.                                  
He was a fair and compassionate man who loved his community and 

was a life-long member of the Champion Lions Club, along with serving on local Hospital and 
School boards. Roger was known for his big heart along with speaking his mind on any subject; he 

will be sorely missed by his family and community. 
Roger and Pauli spent many winters RV’ing down South, and on a Mexican Caravan in 2006 they 
met couples who became their winter families. This prompted them to buy property in Yuma, AZ; 

this becoming their destination of choice. 
They enjoyed one last winter there as Jamie drove their motor home south then flew down to bring 
them home after Covid-19 struck. Roger was so very thankful for the time Jamie and Wendi spent 

with them this past winter in Yuma, helping them with projects along with just being there as friends 
and family. It was so fitting for Roger’s last winter!! 

Beloved husband of Pauli K. Smith, he also leaves to mourn his loss; son James “Jamie” (Wendi) 
their daughters, Paizlee of Calgary and Jordyn of Lethbridge; son Ryan Fleetwood (Brandy) their 
daughter Tulsa, stepdaughter Catherine Dubois (Doyle) and their daughter Brianna, a brother J. 

Douglas of Vulcan Extendicare, a sister Patricia Smith-Allen (Mark) of Calgary, four nephews Tom, 
Jason, Chris and Leo and a niece, Michelle. 

Roger is predeceased by his parents George F. and Ivah M. Smith along with an infant daughter 
born to Roger and Pauli in 1968. 

A private family grave-site service was conducted by Pastor David Skinner, in the Champion      
Cemetery. The family plans to have a Celebration of Life for Roger in the community at a later date. 

Tributes in Roger’s memory could be made to the Champion Cemetery Maintenance Association 
Box 99, Champion T0L 0R0. 

DAVE LEAVEY - Friends of the Siler family will be         

saddened to hear of the sudden passing of             

Margery’s husband, Dave, on May 26.  Dave and 

Margery lived in Airdrie and have faithfully                         

attended Champion’s Remembrance Day service 

for the past 11 years. 



Chronicle Memories 

-Submitted by Racille- 

May 16, 1935 - A number of                

caraghanas were planted around 

the Catholic Church this week 

(*they are still there). 

 

May 24, 1928 - New school underway - Plans and   

specifications for the new school building will be 

completed shortly after the acceptance of these as 

possible.  When this building, which is being erected 

at a cost of $25,000, is completed, Champion will 

have a school accommodation equal to, if not better 

than, any town or village in Southern Alberta. 

 

June 3, 1927 - The new golf course and 

tennis court are looking good. (*these 

were located where the 

current Mennonite Church 

(former Evangelical and 

LDS) stands. 



Local youth have recently been brightening the 

days of Champion residents! The Champion FCSS 

provided planting kits for children in the          

community. The kits included a pot, two flowers, 

a bag of soil and a card. They then planted the 

flowers and delivered to ladies in the community. 
Some chose to “ninja” their recipients, while     

others wanted to deliver personally. More supplies 

have been  purchased, so be sure to watch for 

our stealth little ninjas delivering more flowers in 

the coming week! 



 

TAYLER ELLIS ALYSSA GROVES LUKE JACKSON 

SAVANNAH              

NICHOLS 

LEAH PUZEY GERRI TYLER 

Valedictorian Alyssa Groves, receiving 

her medal from Palliser Regional 

School’s Board Chairman,                      

Robert Strauss., 

CORBAN             

MARTENS 

CCHS GRAD 
County Central 

High School held 

their graduation     

ceremony on    

Saturday, May 30.  

Congratulations 

to our local 

graduates.     

Best of luck to 

all of you in your 

future                  

endeavors! 



VULCAN COUNTY HEALTH & 

WELLNESS          

FOUNDATION 
www.vchwfoundation.com 

Construction update May 29, 2020 

Rural Health Week, is the time to recognize and     

celebrate the wonderful level of care provided to 

those of us that live in the best place on the map. 

But, today we also need to celebrate your investment in our  

communities Rural Health. Construction is so close to being   

completed on the expansion to the Vulcan Community Health 

Centre. This would not be possible without you! We still have a 

fundraising to do, but we are closing the gap with your help. 

 

Vulcan Community Health Centre  

Expansion Update 



COMMUNITIES IN 

BLOOM 

-PLANTING DAY- 

We are so fortunate to have 

this incredible group in our                 

community!  THANK YOU to the 

7 volunteers who planted 

flowers, to all those who      

assisted in the prep work, 

those who will water and mow 

all summer, and to Chris at 

Long Coulee Growers for  

providing such beautiful    

flowers! 

We are grateful for each and 

every one of you!!   

If you’d like to donate to our           

Communities in Bloom program, 

please send cheques made payable to 

the Village of Champion to:                

Box 367, Champion, AB, T0L 0R0.   



Land Sale 

South of Vulcan and North of Champion 

McGrail Farm 

Home Half 

N half section 34 township 15 range 24 west of 4th meridian 

This does not include the farm house and pasture which has about 20 

acres. 

Lake Quarter 

SW quarter section 19 township 15 range 24 west of 4th meridian 

Selland Place 

SE quarter section 22 township 15 range 24 west of 4th meridian 

SW quarter section 23 township 15 range 24 west of 4th meridian 

Clever Place 

S half section 26 township 15 range 23 west of 4th meridian 

Patterson Place 

E half section 34 township 14 range 23 west of 4th meridian 

Grandpa’s Place 

W half section 15 township 14 range 23 west of 4th meridian 

 

If interested please call: 

Jeff McGrail - 403-897-2400 or 310-367-7854 

Robyn Sierchio - 310-770-2986 








