Champion
Chronicle
Box 367
Champion, AB
T0l 0R0

Volume 3

April 2020 Edition
April 29, 2020
Today the province announced 315 new cases of COVID 19 and seven
new deaths. It is a grim reminder that we still have a ways to go with
this pandemic. The Village of Champion is part of the Vulcan County
Regional Emergency Management Partnership. There have been
daily updates issued on the Village of Champion Facebook page
at https://www.facebook.com/villageofchampion/ as well as the
Village of Champion Website at http://villageofchampion.ca .

Champion
Groceries has
recently been
sold. Simon,
Song and their
family will be
moving back to
Calgary. The new
owners will take
possession on
Thursday, May 1.

The nice spring weather is a welcome change from the winter. However, everyone, even persons not exhibiting symptoms or
requiring mandatory self-isolation, is strongly encouraged to limit
outings to a minimum and stay home; observe social distancing and
avoid touching your face without first washing your hands.
There have been some new helpful videos including our very own
Mayor James F. Smith which can be seen by searching for Vulcan
County Regional Emergency Management Agency on YouTube. The
Village of Champion continues to celebrate birthdays safely led by
our very own Champion Fire Department with birthday parades.
Get out and enjoy the sunshine in your backyard. You should be
proud of your efforts so far to keep Champion and all of Vulcan
County safe and healthy!
-Patrick Bergen - CAO
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KEENAN’S CORNER
Baseball was always a very important
part in the life of the residents of the
Village of Champion and district. A
very competitive team was fielded
year after year.
Behind every successful organization
is someone whose desire is to do the
best he can do. For many years, that
someone was Ferris “Shorty”
Bouzyan. Shorty worked tirelessly to
ensure that baseball not only took
place in Champion, but that the
quality of the product was second to
none in the district.

Champion Ball Team in action - 1920

Champion Senior Ball Team—1920
Back Row - Milt Moffat, Geo Depue, EB Siler,
Glen Clever
Middle Row - Steve Callahan, Joe Glenn, Barney
Hummel, Paris Powers
Front Row - Olie Palmer, Frank Sweet, Charlie Starr,
Guy Standish

Champion Ball Park - 1946

Slim Haynes and Si
Siler - 1916

KEENAN’S CORNER
The two Champion Junior Baseball clubs after
an awards ceremony in their honor.
Back Row (l-r) - Raymond Warren, Jim Rhodes,
Pete Versluys, Roy Dow, Paul Matlock, Terry
Mundle, Doug Munton, Gordie Decker, Jimmie
Anderson, Frank Cummins, Dwight Farrel,
Ernie Nowlin, Lyle Ferguson and Doug Rhodes.
Middle Row (l-r) - David Matlock, Gail Farrel,
Mike Holmes, Bernie Hummel, Richard
Hegland, Kenny Munton, Kary Cummins and
Bob Cutler.
Front Row (l-r) - Jim Rupp, Jerry Rhodes, Grant
Wolfe, Brian Kranzler.
Standing is coach Dusty Rhodes.

1917
L-R - D.W. Harper, L. Lewis, E.B. Siler, F.
Star, B. Marshall, C. Sawtell, A. Meyers,
B. Fortier, F. Lewis, C. Star, McMorran,
R. Smith, L. Lewis

COMMUNITY

Leah Puzey celebrates
her 18th birthday
Luke Jackson celebrating his 18th
with parents Nathan & Heather

Wendi Smith is ready
for the parades!!

Corey, Alyssa, Arianna
and Shayla Groves are
ready for Cale Warrren’s
parade!

Racille Ellis and her friend
rarely miss a parade!

PUBLIC NOTICE Please be aware
that all public playgrounds have
been closed until further notice.

QUARANTINE “PORCHRAITS”
Mark and Sherrill
Losey

Joanne Bean

Steven, Tanya,
Kailey and Lily
Peacemaker

Aaron, Pamela,
Andie, Blayne and
Pierce Matlock

Local photographer Cassandra Strub
has been generously donating her
time and talent during these
challenging times, by offering
“Porchraits” free of charge to local
families. THANK YOU, Cassandra!

QUARANTINE “PORCHRAITS”

Jace, Tawnya, Steve
and Taryn Sanderson
Kimberly Collis, former owner of Studio
C Photographics, came out of
retirement for one day to take
“porchraits” of local families!
Thank you, Kim!

Champion resident, Patty Abel,
showing her appreciation to
Essential Workers

Roger, Michelle, cale
and Rhett Warren

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations to Kevin and Jayme Middleton on the birth
of their son, Blake Everett, born April 15 in Lethbridge.
Congratulations also to big brother Luke; grandparents
Cori and Danielle Fehr, Duane and Cindy Middleton, and
great grandparents Lorne and Virginia Smith and Mickey
Middleton.
Congratulations to Matthew and Erica Schmeelke on the
birth of their daughter, Summer Etta, born April 23 in
Calgary. Congratulations also to grandparents Cody and
Lisa Bexte, Bill and Sharon Schmeelke, and great
grandparents Nadine Bexte, John and Sue Ivers
and Norma Daniells.
Congratulations to Jordon and Tanya Zenner on the birth of
their son, Barrett Jasper, born April 26 in Calgary.
Congratulations also to big brothers Emmett and Oskar,
and grandparents Jim and Helen Saunderson and
Eddie and Paula Zenner.
To the community of Champion,
Thank you to everyone who participated in my surprise 94th birthday parade! I’ve
had many great birthday celebrations, and this rates as one of the best! In this
time of social distancing, it’s a great feeling to be part of such a close knit and
supportive community. All the well wishes, in their many forms, are greatly appreciated. Special thanks
to Kathy Perley for organizing the parade and providing me with the many notes and messages that
were sent via Facebook, etc. that otherwise I would not be able to see. -SEV PASOLLI

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations to Lorne and Virginia Smith, who
celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary on
April 13. Due to Covid-19, they were unable to
celebrate with their family.
Lorne and Virginia were Blessed with eight
children. They now have 34 grandchildren, and by
September, will have 57 great grandchildren!
What an incredible legacy.
-CONGRATULATIONS-

Virginia Smith
celebrated her
90th Birthday on
February 29 with
many family &
friends. She was
grateful for all
of the birthday
wishes, texts,
calls, emails and
cards. She sends
her thanks to all
of her family and
many friends.

Lorne & Virginia and family

We Remember
Krasman, Elsie (1925-2020)

Hopkins, Nick (Marvin)

Elsie passed away peacefully on

Former Champion resident, Nick, passed

Sunday, April 5, 2020. A

away recently. He was the son of Eli and

graveside service will be held at

Annie Hopkins. Nick is survived by his

the Champion Cemetery at a later

wife Yvonne and three children and their

date.

families.

Chronicle Memories
-Submitted by Racille EllisApril 5, 1928 - The Savoy Hotel is to have interior
improvements completed soon. This will make it the finest
hotel between Calgary and Lethbridge, and undoubtedly
the best in a town of this size.
April 9, 1931 - Talking pictures came to the Champion
Theatre.
April 14, 1938 - C.S. Noble of Nobleford demonstrated his
new implement for summerfallowing at the farm of Ed
Carlson. The implement is a curved blade 10’ long and
operates underground without pulverizing the ground.
May 26, 1927 - The poles of the Calgary Power Company
have arrived here and already considerable wiring has been done in
the town in anticipation of the arrival of the juice at an earlier date
than was at first expected.
May 26, 1927 - VILLAGE OF
CHAMPION - Notice is hereby given
that no cattle or horses will be
allowed to run at large in the
Village of Champion.
May 26, 1931 - Windstorms over the
weekend damaged summerfallow
and crops. Monday night bad frost
damaged trees and early gardens.

MAIN STREET
CAFE - UPDATE
Earlier this month, we shared with the community
that Ken and Leahn Losey had purchased the old
Pool Hall, and would be opening a café. Please see
below for an update on the project.

Everyone is curious about
what's going on and lots of
people are asking when will
we be open? We got started
on the renovations and
quickly decided that this will
become a new building
project as the old building
has too many issues and we
will be taking it down. We are
now hoping that we can open
early next year. We will keep
you updated on this project
along the way!
We appreciate all of the
encouragement we have
been receiving from the community and look forward to
making lots of memories with
you!
-Ken and Leahn Losey-

CHAMPION SCHOOL
Samantha Terry recently joined staff at
the Champion School, filling in for Mrs,
Schmeelke, who has just started her
maternity leave. Welcome to the
Champion School family, Miss Terry!

Hello Champion!
I am so excited to be teaching Grade 1/2 for the
rest of the school year. I recently graduated from
the University of Lethbridge with my Bachelors in
Arts and Education. Before that, I grew up
on an acreage just outside of Barnwell with
my Mom and Dad and two brothers. Once I
finally decided that teaching was what I
was meant to do, I knew that I wanted to
teach in a small-town school. There is
something different about the way that
small towns support their schools, and I can
already tell that Champion is a community
that rallies around its kids! I can not wait to
learn more about this amazing community
and the families that call it home.

-Miss Samantha Terry-

Champion School
teachers are
continuing with
online classes. While
is has become the
new norm, they still
miss the hallways
filled with laughter
and the student’s
smiling faces.

GROCERY DELIVERY DURING THE
COVID19 PANDEMIC
CHAMPION GROCERIES
If you would like doorstep deliveries of groceries from Champion
Groceries, please call the Champion FCSS (Kathy) at 403-485-0212.

MARKET STREET VULCAN
Market Street will be delivering grocery orders to Champion every
Tuesday at 3pm. The drop off location will be at the Champion
Community Hall. If you are in isolation and would like doorstep
delivery, please contact Kathy at the number above.
To order your groceries from Market Street for delivery:
1) Email your order to deliver@marketstreetvulcan.com OR
call 403-485-6955 by Friday at 6pm.
2) Payment can be made with a credit card or by e-transfer.
3) When ordering, please specify it is for the Champion Delivery.

If you require items from
the city, please contact
Kathy, as there are
volunteers making
weekly trips.

Vulcan Community Health Centre
Expansion Update
Construction update April 28, 2020
As the world feels a little more than uncomfortable
at the moment, the vision for the expansion of the Vulcan
Community Health Centre has stayed steady. Construction is still
ongoing, and the progress is outstanding, as you can see.
Our communities have worked so very hard to make this a reality.
And we’re almost there. Even in these unsettling times, our
donors continue to come forward and support this project.
We live as neighbors that genuinely care about and for each
other. Always, counting our blessings, proving time and again,
that we live in the best County in the Province!

VULCAN COUNTY HEALTH &
WELLNESS FOUNDATION
www.vchwfoundation.com

Alberta Communities In Bloom has announced their

BLOOM WHERE YOU’RE PLANTED
Program
All registered communities will be moved to the Friends
Non-Evaluated category, which means the no judges will be
visiting our communities in 2020.
What to look forward to:
●Gardening Webinar
●Showcasing of community projects in their Blooms & Bits
newsletter
●Fall gardening workshop in Lacombe
●Technical Resource Pieces
●Video Tours Contest
●Continue to use the CiB Brand
For more resources and info, visit cib.arpaonline.ca

Champion Communities In Bloom is gearing
up for Spring Planting!

More than ever, we want to create beautiful,
colourful spaces this summer for our residents and others
to enjoy as you walk or drive through the village.
Here’s what’s happening:
●Flowers have been ordered through Chris @ Long Coulee Growers
●We have welcomed some new volunteers this year
●Work has already begun to prepare the beds and pots
●Check out the decorated spring pots on Main Street, until May 24
●Planting will begin sometime after the May long weekend. Watch
for posters.
●Our new CiB storage shop is now behind the Village Office
●Calling all artistic volunteers, to touch up the murals in town. We
have the paint and brushes!!
We welcome anyone, young or old, to join us in helping keep
Champion the most beautiful village in Alberta!
Call Marilyn @ 403-897-2345 if you can help!

